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Describing graphs

1.
Description

	This pie chart

This line graph

This diagram
	is subdivided into
	... segments

… sectors

… sections
	which represent different … (items)

	
	shows

reveals

illustrates
	that about a third / quarter / half etc. of … 

the fact that there are bigger / larger / smaller sections of …

that …. depends on …./ a relation between…


2.
Detailed description

	These segments / sectors / sections
the x-axis/the horizontal axis
the y-axis/ the vertical axis
	give an idea / impression of

shows
	the proportion of ...

the variable of…in…

the range of  the variable of…
	compared to the total number of ...




3.
Comparison

	The segment / sector / section represented by ...

in the overall number of ...

the concentration of…
	is

has
	smaller  / larger than that of ...

an average of…

an increasing (annual) average of…

	The two pie charts presented in this diagram
	show

illustrate
	changes in the number of ...
	between ... and ...

	
	
	that the proportion of ...  / number of ... has decreased / increased
	by ... (number / per cent)

	The difference in the size of the segments representing ...
	indicates
	that there has been a decrease / increase in ... (numbers / percentages of ... )
	between ... and ...

	Comparing the share of ... in the overall number of ... to that of ..., one
	notices

finds out

detects
	that there has been a rise / a fall in ...
	since ...

	The segment / section / sector / proportion of ...

the number/ speed/ concentration/of…
	has increased / decreased / declined / become larger / smaller
	by ... (number / per cent)


4.
Giving possible reasons (‘educated guesses’ #1)

	The change

The rise

The decline
	was due to …

was caused by …

was the result of …

was brought about by …

resulted from …


5.
Interpreting information (‘educated guesses’ #2)

	Our findings show

The results show

The pie charts indicate

This may suggest
	[Help and advice for grammatical constructs]

(a usage of oxygen by the body)

(that the body used some of the oxygen)


(6.
Additional remarks)

	In addition to this

What is more

Furthermore

Moreover

But most importantly

But above all
	the chart

the diagram

the graph
	illustrates …

shows …


7.
Getting to the point (summing up, concluding)

	What I’m getting at is …
	My thesis is …
	My main point is …
	What I’m saying is …


1.About bar charts

· Bar charts or bar graphs (Säulendiagramme) present data in bars

· The bar chart uses two axes, the vertical y-axis and the horizontal x-axis

· The x-axis shows the growth of a measured size (e.g. heart rates) the y-axis the number of representatives (e.g. pupils)

2.Describing a bar chart

This bar chart                     uses/ shows

The y-axis         

The vertical x-axis              represents 

                                            stands for                   the number of

                                            indicates …                  the  frequency of….

Useful phrases for describing charts/graphs/diagrams
In this graph … is plotted against ….

The x-axis/ y-axis shows the … in …  (units)

There is a steep/ slow/fast rise of…. at…

At a … the graph levels off/ reaches a peak/ declines/ has its maximum/ minimum
The minimum/ maximum is / lies/ is reached at

The bar chart uses two axes (x- and y-axis)
The y-axis represents percentages/numbers of...

The divisions on the vertical axis represent/stand for/indicate numbers of...

Something is measured in (units of) tens.

The x-axis shows/indicates...

The bars show/indicate the total number of heart beats per minute ( 1 mm ( 1 heart beat).

The bars show an increase/decrease of . . .

3.Interpreting information


The results                               show(s)                        only some/a few/most/ 

 The diagram                                                                  best/ only a small number
The chart                                illustrate(s)                   most of/ the majority of
The bars                                 indicate(s)                     the optimum… is reached at a
                                                                                                       ….can be found in/ at a …of…

Good for  you to know!!!
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