How to write a 


SCIENCE LABORATORY REPORT  



Review the following items to insure the completeness of your report.

Check the following:
TITLE PAGE 

	 
	Prepared the title page as described in the Laboratory Report Instructions


INTRODUCTION 

	  
	Followed the instructions for this section

	  
	Adequately introduced the experiment

	  
	Given the reader an understanding of what will be presented in the paper

	  
	Provided any needed background information such as definitions and/or relevant ideas related to the topic of the experiment

	  
	NOT included information which will be utilized later in the paper

	  
	Cited references in this section of text


PURPOSE 

	  
	Stated the purpose(s) of the experiment

	  
	Stated the hypothesis of the experiment separately from the purpose


METHODS AND MATERIALS 

	  
	Followed the instructions for this section

	  
	Been specific every time possible. For example, blood pressure was expressed in millimeters of mercury

	  
	Indicated how measurements were taken (equipment used). For example, blood pressure measurements were made using a sphygmomanometer.

	  
	Indicated how calculations were executed. For example, three trials were added together and averaged to give a mean or average result. (include formulae if appropriate)

	  
	Indicated how conversions were made/calculated if appropriate (e.g. millimeters to meters).

	  
	Written in complete sentences and have not simply listed equipment.


RESULTS 

	  
	Presented the data (findings) narratively and used complete sentences

	  
	Used tables and/or figures (graphs) to support the narrative interpretation of the data.

	  
	Correctly numbered and labeled the tables/figures so that they will stand alone

	  
	Referred to each table/figure by number in the text of the paper

	  
	Referred to individuals who participated in the experiment as Subject I, Subject II, etc…

	  
	Presented no information in this section which is not a direct result of the lab experiment.


DISCUSSION 

	  
	Opened this section with a sentence which states that the results support or do not support the hypothesis

	  
	Interpreted and explained only those items contained within the "Results" section.

	  
	Explained any errors noted due to failure of equipment or experimenter malfunction. 

	  
	Included a brief, final paragraph for summary and/or conclusion


REFERENCES 

	  
	Utilized at least 2 or more outside references

	  
	Followed the alphabetical format for listing references by author first in accordance with the APA Writing Style Manual

	  
	Cited the references in the text where the information provided could not be common knowledge for the reader.

	  
	Attached one copy of each reference to the report

	  
	Stapled report in the upper left hand corner of the page.


REVIEW 

	  
	Numbered each page (except Title Page)

	  
	Attached a copy of all utilized reference material with information highlighted on each page. This includes pages from a textbook, lab manuals, etc… In regard to textbooks and lab manuals, only copy those pages utilized to help write the paper

	  
	Used correct grammar punctuation, and sentence structure throughout the text.

	  
	Used proper spacing throughout the paper

	  
	Wrote in third person throughout the paper.

	  
	Used Tables and/or Figures to support the data.

	  
	Attached this check list to the report.
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